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Autumn Newsletter 2017 
 

Chairman’s Report  
  

This has been my first year as Chair of the Society, having been voted in at the AGM in November (and having 
sadly missed Catherine Gilles’ very well received talk on John of Lorn and the court of Edward II). I’ve been 
very heartened by the warmth of  welcome I have received, and am striving to meet all those in the area with 
an interest in archaeology or history. 
 
At the AGM itself, Bob McCulloch treated us all to a cornucopia of slides of Oban in bygone days, with an 
erudite commentary and many entertaining  anecdotes. As a relative newcomer to Argyll, this was for me a 
most welcome catch-up session, but I sensed that almost everyone present learned something they hadn’t 
known before about the town. 
 
Our next talk in December was a fascinating dive into the Jacobite turmoil with Linda Fryer guiding us through 
the sometimes murky and alarming story of Ian and Mary Ciar MacDougall – and at the same time giving an 
insight into the richness of the Dunollie archive. This was followed in January and February by two thoroughly 
researched and beautifully illustrated talks on local archaeology: Jennie Robertson on Clearance villages in 
Morvern, and Alison Sheridan on prehistoric farmers in the West of Scotland. 
 
In March, we were honoured to welcome Richard Blair sharing his memories of his father, giving a rare first 
hand insight into George Orwell’s life on Jura, and his creative processes. This talk proved a real draw, with the 
lecture room being standing room only, and it was great to see many unfamiliar faces. I hope to see some at 
least of them again during the coming year. 
 
The final speaker was Dr Lorn McIntyre, who was brought up on the estate of the Campbell’s of Dunstaffnage 
& so was able to give us a fascinating insight into the history of the family. 
 
As of going to press, our 2017/18 programme is no fully confirmed, but is taking shape rapidly. We open with a 
talk on St Kilda by George Geddes, formerly National Trust archaeologist for St Kilda & now with HES, then 
following the AGM on 17th November, James Fenton will speak on the history of woodland in Scotland. In 
December, we focus on the more recent past, with Neil Owen lecturing on the wartime exploits of the RAF in 
Oban. Looking further into the spring, we will have presentations on the geology of the Crinan Canal (from 
Roger Anderton in March) and on the law of Treasure Trove (from Natasha Ferguson of the National Museum 
in April).  
 
Over the course of the year, I have also tried to get out and about on behalf of the society, and have attended 
interesting talks and lectures by the local Nation Trust, and also at the Appin Historical Society. In June, Alison 
Blackwood and I attended a reception at SAMS given by Historic Environment Scotland, at which Jane Ryder 
and others of her top team set out the ways in which this new organisation will realise its vision of 
investigating, caring for and promoting Scotland’s historic environment. This event also gave me a good 
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opportunity to discuss our work and make links with other relevant local organisations – conversations which I 
was also able to take forward at the Oban Games, where we hosted our usual promotional stall. 
 
Finally, a plea to others to get involved – whether just by attending meetings or helping out with the 
organizing of our lectures and other events. At the end of this newsletter, there is a membership form for the 
new season – please fill this in and bring it to the first meeting in October or post it to Joan Kemp (details on 

the form). Membership represents superb value at £10 per year, £15 for couples – just over a £1 per meeting 
(instead of £3 at the door) PLUS a fascinating journal (the 2017 edition will be published this autumn).  
 

 
In spite of the weather – some local digging by Alison Blackwood 

 
Lorn Archaeological and Historical Society was originally Lorn Archaeological Society. For 
those interested in archaeology and don’t mind doing a bit of work opportunities do 
arise from time to time. Our society subscribes to Archaeology Scotland, a membership 
organisation supportive of community initiatives. They publish an e newsletter of events 

across Scotland and produce the widely 
respected Discovery and Excavation publication 
annually. LAHS members can access this 
publication which goes to the secretary with 
past copies housed with the librarian. See   
info@archaeologyscotland.org.uk 
 
Archaeology Scotland promoted and supported Dig It 2017 with opportunities 
for volunteers. Sometimes the trench or site is small and only a few volunteers 
are accepted but usually volunteers are very welcome.   
Various activities took place around Argyll this year.  Roddy Regan of Kilmartin 
Museum was the archaeologist excavating Carnasserie Castle grounds in June 
and Dunollie Castle courtyard in 
July.  
 
 

Claire Ellis of Argyll Archaeology excavated at Lismore later in July for the 
2nd year, looking at evidence for the cathedral nave built around the mid 
13th century. We look forward to reading their reports next year in 
Discovery and Excavation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig 1 Carnasserie Castle with the dig 
to the right of the picture 
Fig 2 Dunollie courtyard with Roddy 
explaining the trench 
Fig 3 and 4 Lismore cathedral walling 
exposed . 
 Fig 5 Bob Hay of Lismore Historical 
Society at work with Neill Malcolm in 
the distance walking away having 
cleaned items from the finds tray. 

Fig 1 

Fig 2 
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In spite of the weather – some local digging by Alison Blackwood (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 19th July, a group of LAHS members took the ferry across to Lismore and visited the dig - fortunately, it was a lovely 
day.  Bob Hay showed us around, and we chatted to archaeologist, Clare Ellis, as we watched the excavation in progress 
- and then distracted the volunteer archaeologists with our questions. The amount uncovered is impressive, as is the 
quality of some of the masonry.  
 
The cathedral-church, which is associated with St Moluag,  has clearly undergone many changes over its life, and 
probably ceased being a cathedral in early mediaeval times.  There is a good account of the history on the Lismore 
website http://www.lismoregaelicheritagecentre.org/the-cathedral-church-of-lismore/ 
 
One of the LAHS members  visiting Lismore was Liam Griffin, who is working on preserving another old church – St 
Bride’s in Lerags Glen.  He has set up a ‘Friends of Kilbride Church’ to help preserve the church and graveyard, which 
contains many graves of the MacDougall family, amongst others. See http://www.friendsofkilbride.scot/ 
 
The ongoing Scottish rock art project is something local communities can get involved in. This 5 year research project is 
led by Dr Tessa Barnett Tertia.Barnett@ed.ac.uk.   It is interesting that so much rock art is found in Mid Argyll and so 
much less in North Argyll. Is it waiting to be found? 

Fig 3 Fig 4 

Fig 5 
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LAHS Winter Program 2017– 2018      
  
Talks take place in the Roman Catholic Church hall, just behind the cathedral, and start at 7:30pm.  
 
2017 
Fri 20th October George Geddes   St Kilda 
Fri 17th November AGM  
(starting at 7:00) +James Fenton   The History of Woodlands in Scotland 
Fri 8th December Neil Owens   Royal Air Force 
 
2018 
Friday 19th January  ??Oliver Harris    Viking Burial, Ardnamurchan (tbc) 
Friday, 16th February Rosemary Power   Carvings and crosses at Iona’s nunnery    and abbey 
Friday, 16th March Roger Anderton   Geology of the Crinan Canal 
Friday, 20th April Natasha Ferguson (NMS) Treasure Trove 
 
  
 
 

Our LAHS group visiting the dig at Lismore 
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LORN ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
FRIDAY 18th NOVEMBER, 2016 AT ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH HALL,  OBAN AT 7.30 P.M. 
 
Present:  Chairman for the meeting:  Joan Kemp 

 Committee Member:  Diarmid Campbell 
 Committee Member: Gill Moore 

 
1. Welcome by the Stand-in Chairman 
Joan kemp, acting chairman, welcomed members to the AGM  
 
2. Apologies were received from:  
Nevin Blackwood, Felicity Campbell, Derek & Joyce Coope, Trevor Polley 
 
3. Minutes of the AGM 2015 
The acting Chairman noted that these had been circulated.   
 
4. Matters Arising 
There were none, and the Minutes were accepted unanimously. 
 
5. Reports. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
In the absence of a chairman, there was no Chairman’s report 
 
Secretary’s Report 
In most respects, this has been another good year, with an extremely interesting series of lectures. We started 
with Ewan Hyslop from the (newly renamed) ‘Historic Environment Scotland’ who gave us a fascinating talk on 
‘Stone in Scotland’.  In November, we had our AGM, with Charlie and Bob’s usual eclectic mixture of slides of 
old Oban, followed a couple of weeks later by Derek Alexander of the National Trust for Scotland who spoke 
on ‘How the west was once? – recent archaeological work on National Trust for Scotland islands.’ In 
December, Niall Campbell was going to speak on ‘Fraoch Eilean – a castle in Loch Awe’, but had a bad fall the 
day before the talk, so John Macfarlane kindly stepped into the breach and gave the talk using Niall’s notes 
and photographs. John spoke again in January when he talked on 'The Galley Castles of the Sound of Mull : a 
Gaelic Folklore Perspective', gallantly replacing Allan MacInnes who had dropped out at the last minute. In 
February, Willie Coupar gave a poignant talk on  "Loos 1915 - the Unwanted Battle", followed in February by 
Sue McKillop who gave a fascinating insight into the Kilmun Mausoleum and archive.  The final meeting was in 
April when Emsley Nimmo gave us insight into ‘Walking in the Steps of  St Moluag’.  
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It is great that we can attract such excellent speakers to the Lorn Archaeological and Historical Society.  We 
always offer speakers a meal and overnight accommodation, which travellers from afar often find useful.  If 
any Society members would be interested in offering hospitality to visiting speakers, please let me know.  It is 
usually a very pleasant task!  
  
Unfortunately, although there were plans, due to various circumstances, there have been no summer outings 
this year, although we had the usual stand at the Argyllshire Gathering.  We would like to rectify this next year.  
  
We have another excellent range of topics this year, starting on 21st October when Catherine Gilles will speak 
on  " Life after catastrophic loss: John of Lorn and the court of Edward II".  Our AGM will be on November 18th, 
followed by the traditional slides of old Oban from Bob McCulloch & Charlie Drummond. In December, we 
have another local speaker when Linda Fryer will speak on Mary and Iain Ciar: MacDougall of Dunollie's 
Jacobite couple'.  In January, archaeologist, Jennie Robertson will be speaking on   
"Clearance Villages in Morvern: Recent Archaeological Surveys", and in February, Alison Sheridan of the 
‘National Museums of Scotland is coming to Oban to speak on 'Early farmers in the west of Scotland, 4000-
1500 BC'.  March sees Richard Blair speaking on his adoptive father, George Orwell and their life on Jura, and 
finally, in April , Lorn Campbell will give us insight into ‘The Campbell of Dunstaffnage’.  
   
At the end of this newsletter, there is a membership form for the new season – please fill this in and bring it to 
the first meeting in October or post it to myself, Joan Kemp (details on the form).  
Membership represents superb value at £10 per year, £15 for couples – just over a £1 per meeting (instead of 
£3 at the door) PLUS a fascinating journal (the 2016 edition will be published this autumn).  
 
Joan Kemp.   
Secretary, LAHS 
 
Treasurer’s Report 2015-6 
 

 
 
 
The Treasure’s report was accepted unanimously. 
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6. Discussion on the Future of the Society 
 
The acting chairman stated that unless more help was forthcoming with meetings, it would be difficult for the 
society to continue. 
 
a. Seymour Adams has indicated his willingness to take the chair for the society, which is very welcome news. 
b. Help is needed with refreshments and collecting money for meetings – ideally a new membership secretary. 
c. A suggestion was made to change meetings to Saturday afternoons, with the caveat that they should not 
clash with the Argyll branch of the NTS or with Appin Historical Society meetings. 
 
No volunteers were immediately forthcoming, but it was decided that members should be circulated and 
asked their views on changing the meeting time and also on their willingness to help with refreshments and 
collection of monies. 
 
7. Election of Officebearers and Committee 
 
The acting chairman thanked Alan Watt (Membership Secretary) and Gill Moore (Refreshments) for their 
work.  
Both have now resigned from the committee. 
 
The chair for the elections was Julian Overnell 
 
The following members of the committee had agreed to stand for a further year:  
 
Secretary:  Joan Kemp.   
Treasurer: Trevor Polley.   
Committee Member: Diarmid Campbell  
 
New members are: 
Seymour Adams, nominated by Joan Kemp, Seconded by Trevor Polley (as chairman) 
Alison Blackwood, nominated by Diarmid Campbell, seconded by Gill Moore 
 
Following the elections, the new chairman, Seymour Adams took over chairing the meeting 
 
8. Date of next year’s AGM   
Friday, 17th November, 2017. 
 
The meeting concluded at 7:50pm. 
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Calling Notice  - AGM 2017 
 

LAHS AGM, 17th November, 2017 
 

  AGENDA 
 
1. Welcome 
2. Apologies for absence 
3. Minutes of last year’s AGM 
4. Matter’s arising 
5. Reports:   Secretary’s report 
                             Treasurer’s report 
6. Discussion on the future of the Society  
7. Elections of Officebearers and Committee 
8. AOCB 
9. Date of next year’s AGM 
 
 
Committee Nominations 
Seymor Adams, Joan Kemp, Trevor Polley, Diarmid Campbell & Alison Blackwood have agreed to stand again 
for the coming year. New nominations would be warmly welcomed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
LAHS Committee Nomination Form  
  
  
Name:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………..  
  
Proposed by: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
  
Seconded by: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
  
Signed:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..  
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Membership form 2017-2018 
 
I wish to become a member of  /  renew my subscription to the Society for the year 2015-2016 and am enclosing a 
cheque for the appropriate amount made payable to LAHS.    (£10 individual; £15 couple) 
 
Name(s)…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Post code………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Tel no.………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

E-mail address.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Amount £……………………  date………………….. 

 
Please send to the membership secretary: 
 
Joan Kemp  
Tel: 01631 566963, Email: joan.kemp@cantab.net  
  
For society use as a receipt------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Received from: 
 
Name……………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Amount...................................     Date.............................................. 
 
 
Signed................................................................................................ 
 



 

10 

 

 
 
 
 


